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The Lacompton Conciliation founded neither in

Lew nor the Will of the People.

SPEECH OF HONTHENRY L. DAWES,
OF MASSnCUVSCTT9.

Delivered iu the House of Representatives. Mar. 8, Ittid.
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The House being in Committee of the Whole
i a. ,/sL-

(Ca ;lie 8'Hxe 01 me v«uuu.

Mr. DAWES said:
Mr. Chairman, the increase of population

has been eo rapid in the Terntoriee of the
United Stater, that in three ont of the seven

i.ow organized, Constitutions have already been
framed with a view to their admission into the
Union on an eqoal footing with the other
S a~es of the Confederacy. The President, in
the discharge of the obligation which the Confutationimposes upon him, to recommend for
our consideration snch measures as he may
j idge necessary and expedient, has not found
it in the line of that doty to nrge upon us any
special reasons why more than one of these
should be admitted.and that the Territory of
Kansas, under and subject to the Lecompton
Constitution. He has seen fit to accompany
this recommendation with an elaborate argument,which, if it has failed to convince the
American people of the soundness and justice
of the positions assumed, or of the allegations
made, has nevertheless left them in no donbt
as to what has been the origin and what are

to be the consequences of that policy which
makes Kansas and the Lecompton Constitution
the peculiar objects of a solicitude not shared
by any other Territory, or any other Constitutionframed within its limits.

I desire to notice at this time, as briefly as

may be, two points only, to the consideration
of which the late special message of the Preei
dent challenges our attention. The one is a

question of law; the other a question of fact:
* 1. Does the Lecompton Constitution come

here clothed with the authority of law ?
2. Does it come here as the choice of the

people to be affected by it?
I propose, at this time, to argue the 6rst of

these questions as one of pure law ; and, there
fore, for the sake of the argument and for the
present, to yield all questions of fact, abd tc

siy that, if we admit the entire absence of fraud
in the creation of the Territorial Legislature ot
Kansas, still the Lecompton Constitution
comes here without the slightest authority of
law, and has no higher sanction or just claim
than merely the expressed wish of those who
framed and Bent it here. A reference to ih
message will show that the President has made
his whole argumeut to rest and turn upon what
he calls the legality of the Lecompton Conven
tion and its work, the Leoompton Constitution.
He puts aside all other agency than that of th<
law, and in this matter knows no people'ont
side ot this legal channel. He declares that s

great portion of the people of Kansas hare, for
a long time, been in open rebellion against th»
Government under which they live; 'hat nothing
but military lorce has kept it down, and pre
vented its assumi g and discharging the func
lions of government. This rebellion, he says
has taken on the form of the Topeka Constitu
tion, and h%s assumed a revolutionary type
Over aga:nst these, the President sets anothei
parly, which he calls the law-abiding and law
loving people of Kansas, and who have been
according to him, carrying on the unequal con
test of maintaining the law against rebellioi
and revolution, by the aid of Federal bayonets
And, in reference to this condition of things in
uie 1 «rruory, ne asas tnese questions:
" 8ach b<-in(r the unfortunate condition of af-

4 fairs in the Territory, what was the right,a'well as the duty, of the law-abiding people?
4 Were they silently and patiently to submit to
4 the Topeka usurpation, or adopt the Decessary
4 measures to establish a Constitution nnde
4 the authority of the organic law of Congress ? "
And he answers approvingly, that the Terri

torial Legislature passed a law creating a Con
vention clothed with power to frame a Consti
tution; ai d that the Convention thus created
did, by virtue of the authority vested in it by
that act, frame the L°comptcn Constitution
And he concludes in these words:

44 From this review it is manifest that the
4 Lecompton Convention, according to every
4 principle of constitutional law, was legally
4 constituted, and was invested with power tc
4 frame a Constitution."
And that the Constitution and State Government,the work of that Convention, has been

framed 44 in strict accordance with the organic
act."

This proposition is the foundation of the
President's whole argument; and ail the othri
considerations urged by him are built upon thie
If, therefore, this proposition be not true, thn
the whole foundation of the message fails, and
it falls baseless to the ground. The inquiry,
therefore, becomes a pertinent one, whence
comes this legality ? and from what source
dota this Constitution derive the authority o!
law?
The Ijecompton Convention was the creature

of the Territorial Legislature. It derived al!
its authority and power from that Legislature
No one ever claimed for it that it derived any
power from the people outside of the forms o1
Territorial law ; for to do that, would be to gc
to the same source from which the Topeka Con
vention derived its authority. And if it be
44 treasonable" for the one to drink at that fonn
tain, it cannot be 44 legal" for the other to par
take of the same poisonous draft. If, then, the
Lecompton Convention derived all its power
and authority from the Territorial Legislature,
the question next arises, had the Legislatureitsel! the Dower to clothe this Convention with

authority to fcrm a Constitution and State
Government? Now, the Territorial Legislate!?
derives ail its power from the organic act. It
ran derive power from no other source; else it.
too, will find itself going for authority to thai
treasonable source, the people, where the men
of Topeka were debauched. In the organic act
will be found both the creation and the measure
of all legislative power in the Territory. And
that act has defined and set limits to the powei
of the Legislature, which it creates, in express
terms, beyond which it cannot go, in these
words.section twenty-fourth of the act:

44 The legislative power of the Territory shall
4 exte.'d to all rightful subjects of legislation
4 consistent with the Constitution of the United
4 States and the provisions of this act.''*

I observed, some time since, that the gentlemanfrom Mississippi, [Mr. Lamar.] in an otherwiseable argument which he addressed to ut

upon this point, when quoting this section,
omitted the clause limiting the power of th»
Legislature by the provisions of the organic
act, well as by the Constitution.an omission,
in my opinion, fatal to his whole argument.
This is his language in the Globe:

*' In section twenty four, it is further enacted
4 that the legislative power of the Territory shall
4 extend to all rightful subjects of legislation
4 consistent with the Constitution."*

Bu', sir, this section not only limits the power
of the legislature by the Constitution, but it im
poses the farther limit that all legislation Bhall a lac
be consistent with the provisions of the act tha
created the Legislature. The one is just as clear
just as express, as the other. Every legial&tivt
act which conflicts with the organic law, is hert
made void for want of power in tne Legislature;
just as much, and for the same reason, that it
would be void if it conflicted with the Constiiu
tion. Tne organic act is here made & part of
the Cousti ution of the Territory, and is supreme
over its Legislature. And this must have beet
so in the nature of things, in the absence o'.

any provision in the organic law upon the subject.For either the organic act, or the Legis
l&ture, must be supreme; both cannot be. Bui
the organic act created the Legislature, au>

could not therefore clothe it with greater powti
than iiseif bad, and could not msiie it BupreuK
over iiseif. But enough /or us is the expres

I limit found in so many words, and entirely over

looked, not only by tbe gentleman from Missis
sippi, [Mr. Lamar,] bat by the President him
elf.
Now, tbe organic act nowhere provides foi

its own subversion, or for the sabstitution o!
another Government in its place. It is tht
charter of the Territory, and is to be annnllec
only by the power which created it, acting upon
it directly by repeal or modification, or indirectlyby the admission of the Territory intc
tbe Uuijn with a State Constitution, which it
itself a repeal. It needs no argument to show
that the Legislature could not delegate to s

Convention powers which it did not uself pos
Bess. Nor does it admit of any greater doubi
that to firm a Constitution and State Govern
meat is to act inconsistently with the organic

Mince the delivery of this speech, Mr Laaiak has in
formed the etieaker that ihe above omission was entire
ly a clerical one.
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law. It is an attempt to transfer the executive
and legislative power, the whole machinery of
Government, into new hands, and if pnt in operationwould subvert all Territorial role. I
have the authority of the President for this position,if there were room for question. He
says, an attempt has been made to set up a Topeka Constitution which is u revolutionary " and
" subversive of the Territorial Government; "

and adherence to it is on that ground called
" treasonable pertinacity." And the only rea

_u_ L- J . c_J it r n
sou wuj lie uuee uvv uuu uto uocuuipiuu vuustitntionin the seme category is, that in bis
opinion it has legislate sanction. I am in3uiringwhence that authority oomes, and I
eny its ezistenoe; for the Legislature is ezpresalyprohibited its exercise.
There is another clause in the organic act,

often quoted, from which it is thooght by some
that authority is derived to form a Constitution
and Slate Government without any farther enablingact. That olanse is the celebrated one
which " leaven the people thereof perfectly free
' to form and regulate their domestic institu'tions in their own way, subject only to the
1 Constitution of the United States." Those
who claim that, under this clause, the Legitla
ture has authority to create a Convention clothed
with power to form a Constitution and State
Government, claim for the Legislature nothing
less than power unlimited save by the Constitutionof the United States, and forget that by a

subsequent section the power of the same Legislatureis restricted to consistency with the
organic act precisely as it is to the Constitution.
If the Legislature has power, under this clause,
to initiate a State Government subverting the
organic act itself then it would have authority,
under the same clause, to provide for the electionof a Territorial Governor by the people,
or to dispense with the presence of such a functionaryaltogether, or any of his official duties
like the approval of an act of the Legislature.
A.11 this would be "their own way" of doing
badness, and would certainly be no more subversiveof the organic act than the formation
of an entirely new Government. Does any one

claim, that if the Territorial Legislature of Kan
1.u j.i a., .L».U w.

SllUUlU uctmrc innv iuj ouo ouvuiu uc tciiiu

without the approval of the Governor or a vote
of two-thirds, each act* would be of any bindingforce? And why not? That would be
" their own way." The anawer is, that the organiclaw has taken this power away from the
Legislature, and clothed the Governor with a
veto upon all their acta, to be overridden only
by a vote of two-thirds. So, too, has it taken
away, or rather, never granted, the power to
tnake a Constitution. If the organic act has
created a Legislature supreme over itself, it is
a felo de se. It was but at the beginning of
this session, and in his annual message, that
the President himself claimed that the full in
tent and force of this clause was exhausted by
an offer to the people of a vote upon the questionof Slavery merely, without, at that time,
the slightest pretence that it bad the force of an
enabling act.

Whatever else, after all, may be "the true
intent and meaning" of this clause of the organiclaw which has so puzzled the brains of
ooliticians, it was never intended to make the
Legislature "perfectly free;" for the power of
hat body is limited elsewhere, in express terms.
And the perfect freedom here created is for
the people thereof;" not in or through their

Legislature, which by the same law is not per
'ectly free, but limited and restricted. If, there
fore, the Lecompton Convention gets legal exstenceand lawful authority from this clause, it
is not through the limited powers of the Legisa'urewhich created it. and the forms of their
law which thej had no power to enact, but
through that perfect freedom of "the people
thereof," outside of and above any Territorial
enactment, which has been vouchsafed to that
people by this clause of the organic act. And
'hue Lecompton, like Topeka, is driven, for its
authority to make a Constitution, to the people,
jutside of Territorial enactment. In this par
ucular, these two Constitutions take their stand
side by side. If the one be "rebellious," "revolutionary,"" treasonable," so is the other. Underand by virtue of any authority imparted to
either by the organic act, or any cf its agencies,
they must stand or fall together. They are both
nothing more nor less than manifestations to
some extent.what that extent, as to each, may
be, I shall inquire hereafter; but to some extent.ofthe popular will in the Territory, permittedby the organic act, as everywhere else
under our free institutions, so long as they do
not assume the functions of government in sub
version of established laws.

I have inquired, not whether this Constitution
domes here under the forms of law, but, rather,
whether it is here clothed with the majesty and
authority of law. I do not question any man'%
power to use the forms of law; but they are

empty words, a dead letter, until the constituedauthorities, with creative power, breathe
into them the breath of life. The Kansas Legislature,as well as an individual, may put upon
paper what it pleases; but whatever of its decreesconflict with the organic act, fall still-born;
for it is forbidden, by the hand that created it,
from impairing one jot or tittle of that charter.
Nor do I question that the people of Kansas
may form a State Constitution without further
legislation by Congress, and be admitted into
the Union under it, if that Constitution shall be
"the sense of the people to be affected by it;"but not by means of any enactment of the TerritorialLegislature having any force as law,
for the Legislature is forbidden to speak authoritativelyon that subject. The conclusion,
therefore, is inevitable, that just so far as the
Lecompton Convention claimed from legislative
enactment authority to form a State Constitu'ion,just so far it is without foundation. The
Attempt, therefore, in the message, to commend
to us the Lecompton Constitution as the creatureof law, and as an emanation from the lawfulauthority of the Territory, utterly fails; and
the hideous deformities of that instrument stand
Lrth in their nakedness, uncloaked and unsupportedby legal sanction. The law, thank God,
nas as yet refused to lend its instrumentality to
this work.has, as yet, given no aid or comfort
to this undertaking; and it must stand, if at
all, on some other foundation.

But, sir, I have not quite done with this
point. If further argument were necessary to
show the ntter failure of the attempt on the partol the President to bolster up this sickly instrumentwith legal sanction, it is furnished us in
the means to which he resorts to maintain his
jositi&n. An honest argument is based upon
an hones', foundation. Keason and logic, as
well as honesty, hold us to the truth just §o long
A.« t.K<» tmiV* "rill
-- .- .. -who uur purposes; >oa woen
we tarn our footsteps aside from her ruggedoathway, we make proclamation to the world
that we cannot reach oar journey's end under
her guidance. Now, by what process does the
President undertake to convince us and the
country that the Kansas-Nebraska act authoredthe Legislature of Kansas to create the
Lecompton Convention, clothed with power to
frame a Constitution and State Government ?
Here are his words, in quoting from that law to
sustain his position:

" That this law recognised the right cf the
4 people of the Territory, without any enabling4 act from Congress, to form a State Constitu4tion, is too clear for argument. For Congress4 4 to leave the people of the Territory perfectly
' free,' in framing their Constitution, 4 to form
4 and regulate their domestic institutions in
4 their own way, subject only to the Constitn4tion of the United States,' and then to say
4 that they shall not be permitted to proceed and
1 frame a Constitution in their own way without
' an express authority from Congress, appears
- to be almost a contradiction in terms."
Now, I agree with the President, that there

appears in this paragraph, as thus quoted,' almost a contradiction in terms." But some
thing else appears in this paragraph, less ex
cusable than a contradiction in terms.and that
is an interpolation into the organic act. Tne

r words, 44 in framing their Constitution," which
I have quoted from this message, are not to be
found in the Kansas-Nebraska act, and have
beea here foisted in between the words of that
act bv the President himuir T .ill «n» « »*-.

to characterize such a proceeding in the terms
which honesty and truth and jaiiice demand.

r for I hare to do, at thia moment, merely with
the legal argument of the President. And I
say that the necessities of that argument reIquired that something for its support should be
put into the organic act not there before. Such
a reading, unparalleled as it is in the history ol
official communications to Congress, would
nerer hare been resorted to but from the conrictiouof its author that there was nothing iq
the text without it to support the assumpti n.t
of the message. It is a proclamation, made if
the fore front of that remarkable document
that it oanuot stand upon the statute as it is. J

t therefore summon the President himself upor
the stand, and in this eommenioation, which h.

I has made to as, I produce his confession thsj
be can find no lav of the land upon which, a

THE 'NATIOP
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it is upon the statute-btok, can* this } ^ecotnpton
Constitution be mainta,oed.
Apd now, sir, I pass jo the fr cone subject of

inquiry. If, then, the i^eebmp' in C >nsUtntion
doei notcome here recot i mend e'by ti > authority
of law, I desire to kno> t whetb r it tJesee hers
as the choice of a majority c th%.people of
that ill-fated Territory I I deal e to £oow if the
want of legal authority to free e tbi£ Constitutionis cured, as it ma; be, by .the Sect that it
is the voice of the peopl- whose ight*. it assumes
to regulate and contra T Or, wheti/er we are

not called npon to fartp upon an q-owilling, a

protesting, and resistini people a frr'tne of gor
i. > j.J ../)

ernmeni iouuucu uciucr upui uia'wn u»»«

which they live, nor th t will of thos^ on whom
it lays ift fetter* 7

This i* n question of fact, ai d moot depend
upon the testimony; it is a question, too, which
underlies all the others. To every ope who be*
lieves that all Govern jaent* derive their jost
authority from the consent of the governed, no

question can be raieec in this controversy of
greater magnitude thai whether th? frame of
Government about to be fastened upon the
people of Kansas has tiieir assent, end embodiestheir will. AU infoi malities may be waived,
if it be but the people that speak. Compared
with this question, it t tatters '< ttle where this
Constitution originated-^wheth r in the city of
Washington or in the office o' the Snrveyor
General of Kansas. B it it doe i matter, nnless
we care to forego and orget the fundamental
principle of all free governme it, whetaer the

Kople of Kansas, who are to Hve under this
institution, desire it c; not. One wonld sapposethat, before recom -nending'the admission

of Kansas onder and subject to this Constitution,the Executive wonld have scared no pains,
nor omitted any effort, to have made certain,
and commanicated to this House, the one grand
and transcendent fact, before which all oppouitionshould have paled and cohered, that the
people of the Territory desire to take npon
themselves this as their organic law. Yet, sir,
when we turn to the message for information
upon this point, we find that the President has
none to give. There is a great deal else in that
document, but not one w°rd 0$ the question

I whether the people of Kansas v>ally do or do
not want this Government. - here is mnch
special pleading in it, as to ho^ a people may

. 1-. .i. .a_
neem 10 warn wcm mry rrmiy ugi wnui.

how they may be estopped fro1 t saying what
they do want, and as to whose -ault it is that
this or that thing has been done,; ir has not been
done.bat not one word, from ti e beginning to
he end of the message, which- ^ould indicate
-he President's own opinion up* b this, the one

^'reat fundamental quest ion in t! Is controversy,
whether the people of Ka isas t Jemselves have
breathed the breath of ife ii< o this instrument.whetherit stands t jrth c othed with the
popular will, quickened JJ th< pulsations of
the popular heart, and speakii g the popular
voice. Nor has the President 1 fted his finger
to ascertain from Kansas what is the popular
will, lie has communicated to the call of the
Senate his correspondeqc! with the Governors
t f that Territory, and the ordel 4 and instruc
Tons which have been is med i 0 them. And
tbere is not to be found imon£ them all the

ffesire expressed, on his >art, f1 know what is
t te real popular will in th >t Telrttory in referenceto this instrument. In communicating
t jis Constitution to us, w th hi* recommendaton that Kansas be admi;ted under and subletto it, he nowhere teHs us thi-t it is an emanationfrom the popular wi 1, or t) at it is submit-
ted to as in obedience t« mat win. un me

contrary, he says he has r iceivel it fronf John
Calhoan, and that John C *1hour« hopes he will
submit it to as. Here -a his ct mpliance with
Calhoun's request:

" I have received from J. Calhc'tn, Esq., Pres'ident of the late Constitutional- Coovention of
' Kansas, a copy, duly ce tifiedv by himself, of
4 the Constitution framed by tha' body, with the
4 expression of a hope thst I wc 'Id submit the
4 jame to the consideratio 1 of C ingress, ' with
4 the view of the admissio a of i ansae into the
4 Union as an independent State*'"

It is fit that such a man shoul be the bearer
(7 such an instrument, "i'it he* 1 for fit body."
"he man who has been compel! d to flee from
t e just indignation of th'(i peop * he is betrayitg,guarded by Unitei lltates dragoons; the
tjan who dare not to-day a^iow hi'i head an hour
in that Territory, except it be v ithin a hollow
square of soldiers, comes as n» tr as any one
man can of personifying the tr> e relation betweenthe people of Kansas and that Constitat-on.They hate him, a^i the cb ef instrument
chosen by their oppressors to -o their work,
and they detest and loathe and hate this, the
vorkmanship of his hands. N -w, is it not a
little remarkable that th< Chief 5 agistrate of a

people which achieved it) nation -1 exii tence in
t^e assertion of the principle th->t all i athority
c ver freemen obtains its life fro \ the consent
qf the governed, shonld have ha* his -mind so
turned away from this,'the trn issue, as not
r.ren to have raised thn inquir ', whether the
yjople who are to live t nder tb « Constitution
qo themselves actually ohoose it tr not? Is it
.'^4 -» .4111 4L.4 41 . ... 4k. HMi.1J..4

Biraii^Di i>uai> w 9 ear w vuo rreeiucuv

b^s become so dall to the ke| -note of that
grand old anthem sung in Indef sndence Hall,
Uat he has never heard that, rhile we have
teen discussing this subject in this body, the
freemen of Kansas hav^ walkei np to the balljt-box,ten thousand strong, a* d set the seal
<$* their condemnation apon tl s very instru
r"jent he is urging us to impose pon the necks
ft the very people who have t ins rejected it
\_ith scorn and contempt?

I cannot stop to criticize the Resident's exfusefor not having heaid of thi judgment enteredup against the Lef ampton Constitution.
tuat he 44 had received r o officia - information "
ft ii; nor to reconcile that ex' use withjvhat1 e does communicate thit he hst heard, trans!ringat the same elect ion : of large majori9of the opponents of t «is Com itution voting
^nder it for State office* t. pan he not hear of
t *e one vote as well as t; je other happening on

e same day ? If he h,> ve any - ther ears than
vficial ones, it may we J be at ted why they
]> ave not caught the tht nder to tea of the ten
thousand majority again at the LVsoinpton Conliitution,as well as the insignii) *)ant inconsist(ncy with which he h> A trool ted Iiimself of
J* ree State men at that« ame el< :tiop> in voting

-at against the Constitution, a> d th..n for offi»rsunder it. If this c^ji read hii^ from unrfccialsources, has he no ear to hear that
clher solemn, all contrjlling t tj ud'-cation of
t »e whole people agaim. this in trniaent?
m Bat another chapter in this his }ry here opens,
u marvellous as any v hich hi ve preceded it
tad in perfect keeping vilh thi n all. In the
jlrofound silence of the tnessag i nprji the exL^-eaaedwill of the peop e, in tt ^ strange reve1ttions of the Executive docnnr ante hat not a
roger baa been raised aor an ear ipened to
fjara that will; and ir the pr isen e of that^her fact, which has ;ravelle ' he" e without
^lecutive aid, and in sjWte of I tecu ive docu

fjents piled up to wall .t out, t eat i j»e people
ve written on that Inst ament, a let era which

<jill bum through it, thi t by ter thov jand majoritythey have registered theii vow that theyfill never submit to it; and hive t riven the
;Juilty perpetrators of this outri ge V >on their
rights in ignominious flight fron thei borders)^mid all these facts, anr allegat ons aore seriius, the friends of the vdminie rati< » rush to
- \e aid of the Executivt in attei iptij f to stifle

inquiry as to what J1 these thin** mean)nd whether we are no called ipoc to fasten,0 the strong arm of oower, \ Co stitution,j|hich they loathe and h >te, mpoo a t/>ple who
ive a sacred right them selves U mat j the laws

rney are called upon ta obey. Th ve was a
t;me when the Representatives of t-e people
* ronld have been as sensitive tc su( , a touch
~j the apple of the eye Now hey >re quick"aly to conceal it. Bat no iubt*rfuge can
»*ange or blot out these facts Tf e solemn
Judgment of the people if '^ansts is 'ritten on^jiis Constitution, and vill be known and read

t i f all men. We may v raagle as l<u>g as we
"lease, with dictionariet end tomes *t our elifow, as to the effect of th^.8 vote uoon ti-e legalityfa the Constitution; but the proportion that
fje Legislature of Kansas cannot provide for
'"taking the sense of th i people" up, ,n that in1irnment. and that that terme. wh»n i «...

^>t be known, has fou d&tion neither in law
for common sense, "he Constitution may,rjsvertheless, stand. Sc will th«t " sense of the
v eople" stand, and it wil be known a« {he sense
5r the people. Whatt vet investigation yonSay resist or stifle here, it will hi no way alter
#r wipe oat these trutl t. This charge of attemptingto force, at the point oi the ~-ayonet,a
lonstitution upon an anWilling pecpV,is brandH"d upon yonr brew, ant! the hlopd sj^lt in the

r -*ork will be found on your own hana*. It will
« of very little ase for yoa to cry,

1 «
'' Out, damnt-d *poi!r'

he potency of that pajty shibboleth.Democt! *oy.may be again, foy the thousandth time,
t /jvoked; the cry of po pular sovereignty may
i « « unceasingly rung; but the truth will remain
v ^
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unaltered, that, in the name of all theae, Liberty
has been trampled in the dust, and fetters forged
for her unwilling limb*. In olden time, the
philosopher was persecuted and beaten and cast
into prison, till he was compelled to deny
himself; but the earth moved on, nevertheless,
and the great truths he had enunciated took
upon themselves immortality, regardless of his
own puny efforts to sail them baok. There is
an immortality of infamy as well as of glory.
No matter by what party thumbscrew you may
subject the refractory, or by what arts you may
ply the supple, till, by yoar votes, the record shall
show no evidence of the foul wrong within this
Hall; still it will work no change on these
troths, and the outrage remains, nevertheless,
bald and naked, never to pass out of sight till
avenged or redresssi.

This very attempt to stifle investigation and
choke inquiry, is itself a confession. It is not
because investigation will refute, but beoause
it will sustain these charges, that it is resisted.
The reason why men love darkness rather than
light is made no more eertsun by the pen of
inspiration than by the oourae of the Administrationupon this question. The very message
under consideration oontains ample proof, not
only in what it takes vain care to conceal, bat j
also in what it makes haste to communicate, of
the truth of the charge of attempting, through
the Lecompton Constitution, to crush out popularsovereignty and the right of self-governmentin Kansas, which is now laid at the door
of this Administration. The President cannot
state his case, but he states himself out of court.
When he tells us that the people of Kansas are
in a state of rebellion, and acknowledges the
difficulty of making the American people realicethe fact, attributing it to a great delusion,
let him show what the people of Kansas have
to rebel against, if they nave been left " perfectlyfree to form their own institutions in their
own way," and he will remove the delusion.
Men do not rebel against themselves, nor the
work of their own hands. When he tells us
that the established order of things in Kansas
u would have been long since subverted " by
auy portion or me people sumcieui to suuven

it, had it not been protected by United States
bayonets, he proclaims, in the same sentence,
that the power which created, as well as the
power whieh sustains, that order of things, never
emanated from the people of Kansas. For
men do aot pillage, nor pollute, nor poll down,
the temple ot their own rearing. When he announcesthat a form of government, twice
ratified by the people, M is in direct opposition
to the existing Government," and that it
requires, to keep it down, the constant presence
of United States dragoons in a Territory "left
perfectly free " to manage its own affairs in its
own way, he confesses, in the same breath, that
the standing army has been used to crush out
the exercise of that right of self-government,
the struggle to achieve which commenced in
blood at Concord, and ended in triumph? at
Yorktown. Why is it that this home Governmentof ours does not require the constant
presence of armed men to preserve and protect
it ? Why is it not necessary for the Chief
Magistrate of the nation, when he goes forth
upon the Avenue, to surround himself with
gena iVarmet, bristling with steel, to protect and
rescue him from the deadly missives of the
populace ? Why is it that the approaches to
this Hall are not guarded by soldiers, between
whose bayonets we might march in and out
from our deliberations here, shielded from the
passions of men without ? Why is it that the
Judiciary, from the highest tribunal at the Capitolto the humblest magistrate in the remotest
hamlet, sits secure in the seat of justice, calmly |
deliberating and fearlessly pronouncing decrees
to which ml the people bow in silence? Why
is it that a standing army, equal in numbers and
power to the extent and greatness of this Government,is not spread over the land, from this
centre to the outermost borders, to uphold, by
its strong arm, the authority of law, and to awe

by its imposing presence ibe people into sob-
mission ? The answer to all this is apparent;
and I invoke its application to Kansas. The '

strength of this Government is in the consent of
the governed. Without this all-pervading ele-
ment, it conld not survive an hour. The fair
fabric would tumble in ruins over our beads,
and the bonds which bind us together would
part like smoking flax. No matter in what
garb this Constitution comes here, nor from
what authority it professes to emanate, if it
requires the continual presence of the army to
preserve and protect that authority among the
people of Kansas, then, I say, it never came
from that people. When, therefore* the Presidentdeclares, in this message, that the army
is necessary to maintain that authority, he confessesthat the people never breathed into it
the breath of life, and all the world will enter
upjudgment upon that confession.
The Lecompton Constitution, therefore, comes

to us without the sanction of legal authority ;
and equally without that other sanction.the
will of the people.which, under the circumstances,is higher and more sacred than all the
forms of law. Without this seal, I cannot take
it; without this baptism, I can hold no communionwith it; and without this anointing,
I eschew it.
Now, sir, the real reason why this Constitutionis thus urged upon us, is just as apparent

as the falsity of the pretended one. It banishes
free institutions, and forever fastens Slavery
upon that virgin soil. No man who has eyes
to see, or ears to hear, need fail to understand,
whether it be to justify or to condemn. No
man can longer doubt, but at the expense of
his common sense. I can understand and appreciatethe zeal of Southern men for the consummationof this work. It is the legitimate
fruit of Slavery. That institution can bear no
better. And when a man has lived all his life
among slave institutions, and has never seen
the effect of freedom upon the whole man.
physical, intellectual, and moral.never himselfbreathed the invigorating atmosphere of
tree institutions.A can understand how anch a
man may come to actually believe that the
forma of "a republican Government, surroundedby slave institutions, would be the
highest type of civilization." [Mr. Lamar.]
And I may respect him for the frankness of
the avowal, however much I may regret the
misfortune of his life which has led to such convictions.I can even hear from the lips of a
man of such an education and life, that he has
" a sovereign contempt for the memory of the
Pilgrim Fathers," [Mr. Shorter,] with no
other emotions than the one of pity for him,
and the other of gratitude to God, as one of the
descendants of that immortal band, that their
memory doea merit the contempt of the lords of
the lash and the founders of a colored aristocracy.Bnt I fail to comprehend how it is possiblefor a man now in the decline of a life
which had its origin in one of the noblest of
the free States.who was reared under the
shadow of free institutions.has watched their
growth in all that makes a State great and
glorious.has witnessed, under their expandinginfluence, Commonwealths spring oat ofthewilderness into the full maturity of manhood,
guarantying to all the people thereof the Godgivenrights of freemen, all the branches of industrytaking life and bearing fruit in their
soil, and comfort and competence smiling on
every hearthstone in all their borders.1 say,I cannot understand, it is utterly incomprehensibleto me, how such a man, false to all these
noble affinities, can undertake, from high posi|tion and power, to crush out free institutions,and force in their stead, upon an unwillingaid resisting people, Slavery, with all its at-
usDuanv ltiuq oi corses ana woes and misery.The gentlemanfrom Virginia, [Mt.Clbmbns,]in an effort to tarn pablic attention away from
the astounding doctrines of this message by eloquentpersonal eulogy, told as imploringly that
the President 44 is now upon his political trial."
I wish this were so, and this were all. Bat, sir,
yon put the President on his political trial for
years before you clothed him with power to do
this work. And he long since gave indubitable
proof that he oould be trusted for the accomplishmentof any work that Slavery should de
mand at his hand. And then it was, but not
till then, that he was permitted to wear the imperialpurple. There is, nevertheless, a trial ef.
quite another sort. More than one hundred
thousand freemen in Kansas, and the institutionsunder which they and their children are
to live till the remotest generation, and till millionsshall people that fair land, making it, for

Sood or for evil, a Power upon the earth, are
nis day on their trial. And yet we are told in

the message that this trial is of 44 not the slight4est importance " to them, and is a " cause, so
1 far as the interests of Kansas are concerned,4 more trifling and insignificant has ever4 stirred the elements of a great people into4 commotion." The answer of the President,when it is shown that half the counties of that
great Territory have been disfranchised, is that
they were only 44 a comparatively few voters."
And the oool reply from the same high souroe
to all opposition is, that 44 the affairs of this

a.m
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4 Territory have already engrossed an undue
4 proportion of public attention; " and the peoplewhom this decision affects are only "a few
thousand inhabitants of Kansas!"
And in betrayal of this people the message

bids as, who are boand by tne high behests of
doty, let the oonsequences be what they may,
to take counsel of oar fears. It tells as that,
unless we now consummate this outrage which
has been ripening under the fostering care of
the Executive for rears, 44 no man can foretell
the consequences;'' that "agitation upon this
4 dangerous subject will be renewed in a more
4 alarming form than it has ever yet assumed;"
that just in proportion as this question is insignificantto the tew thousand people of Kansas,
who detest this Constitution. 44 for this very
reason".that is, because it ia an insignificant
question.

44 The rejection of the Constitution will be so
' much the more keenly felt by the people of
' fourteen of the States of this Union whore
' Slavery is recognised under the Constitution
* of the United Mates/'

I wish, in passing, to inquire which of the
fifteen slave States it is whose people have been
counted out here, and have determined not only
not to dissolve the Union, but not even to "feel
keenly" if this foul scheme shall fail. Perhapsthe Representatives of that State here can

inform the country. And, lastly, we are told
by the President, that unless this bald crime
against human rights shall be perpetrated,
"dark and ominous clouds," which he seems to
see already "impending over the Union," are
to " become darker and more ominous than any
' which have ever yet threatened the Constitu4tion and the Union." I do not share these fears
of the President.I do not see these clouds. I
shall be slow to believe that the perpetuity of
this Union requires the sanction of this fraud.
But if I did share these fears, I should be derelictof duty if I took counsel of them. If I saw
these clouds, I should still bod no justiucauon
for the abandonment of right, in the apprehensionthat else they might break over my head.
This doctrine has been preached to os quite too
often already.it was never sound, and has
begotten many a peril, without ever averting a

single one. It can answer no further ends.
The President's hopes, too, are as vain aft his

fears. How empty the expectation that " domesticpeace will be the happy consequence of
this admission," or that it " would restore peace
and qaiet to the whole country," or that the
troops of the United States could then be with*
drawn from Kansas. Peace comes not of
schemes thus founded in wrong, and carried
out by fraud and force. Commotion and conflictmore terrible than those which have alreadyshamed and shocked the country, will be
the fruit gathered of such a sowing. 44 He that
soweth the wind/' shall most assuredly M reap
the whirlwind." Ton may cry peace I peace 1
but to you, who daub with this untempered mortar,there can be no peace.
Does the President hope, before the bar of

inexorable Justice, to escape the sure condemnationof one who, with full knowledge of fraud,
aids in its consummation.of one who feeds
and fattens and hugs to his bosom the perpetratorsof robberies, of rapes, and of murders,while their hands are still reeking with crime ?
He knows the foul wrongs which gave birth to

heard. That promise wee faithfully kept, and
the bill pamed on the 18th of August. This
debate began j net fifteen days ago, which, lees
Sundays and adjournments, gave but ten businessdays, a time entirely too short; and of
that, one-half was consumed by the opposition.He wished to correct the idea that this debate
began in December. He thought it best sot to
come to a vote now, because there are Senators
who desire to speak, and have a right to be
heard. He closed with giving the assurance
that the subject should be taken up in the
morning, and an honest answer given, by which
he supposed all persons would be bound.

Mr. Brown, after consultation, said he was
disposed to assent to this, if he understood the
proposal definitely.

Mr. Wilson said that other parties and the
Americans had to be consulted.

Mr. Hale suggested that, though his partywould have to take care of the Americans and
seceding Democrats, they had not got them
yet, and so his party conld only answer for
themselves.

Mr. Kennedy said the Americans were reedy
to take a vote to-night. The country is worn
out on the subject.

Mr. Brown'said the most extreme ooncession
of the Democratic party is to take the vote on
Saturday, while the other party propose Monday.He thought that Senators ooald hardly
hold out on this difference. The leading men
on the other side have made a promise, and he,
[Brown,] being dependent on no party influence,
lelt free to say he thought his friends should
accept it.

Mr. Cameron repeated, that they would con-
suit to-morrow, and bring an honest and fair
answer.

Mr. Wade said, after the words " crush out"
were uttered, all hope of reconciliation with
him had gone. He might be outvoted, but ip|
could not be crashed out. He would rather
die in his plaoe humiliate himself and his
constituents. He oould die, but oonld not be
oonauered. So help hue God, he would not be
crushed out.

mis uonsuiation, ana ine intamoas outrages
upon which it has fed; and, with full knowledge,by this message he adopts and makes
them all his own. Thus, voluntarily taking
upon himself the responsibility for all the black
and damning plots and schemes and frauds and
crimes which have brought the Lecompton
Constitution here, he goes for trial before that
august tribunal, the American People, and I
patiently await the verdict.

THE GBSAT STBTJGGLE IE THE SEEATE OE
THE BIGHT OE THE 16TH.

The Republican Senators proposed to the
Administration party an adjournment, prom
ising to consult concerning the time for the
termination ofthe debate, and to announce their
conclusion formally. The Lecomptonities, rejectingthe proposition, persisted in trying to
cut short discussion and force a vote, but at last
yielded, and agreed to the proposition of the
minority.

Monday, March 16, 1858.
Mr. Green said the bill had been more amplydiscussed than was the Kansas-Nebraska bill,

when only three days were allowed. Minorities
have their rights.majorities their responsibilities.We are resolved to take the responsibility.The good of the North, of the South, and
the whole country, requires it. Postponement
will subserve no public good. The subject is
as well understood to-night as it will be when
the Senators from New York, from New Hampshire,and from Massachusetts, shall have
spoken.

Mr. Wilson. When the Senator from Missourimade his report on the 18th of February,
he pledged himself that Senators should have a
full opportunity for discussion. Every Senator
1mm a right to speak, and to speak in properhours. Fourteen Senators, opposed to tne Leeomptonswindle, intend to address the Senata,and by a session of six hours each day the
subject may be terminated this week, or at all
events within one week from now. If you adjournat once, we will consult and let you
know what we will do.

Mr. Benjamin thought gentlemen on the
ueuiuvrktit niue wuuiu noi OOjeCl M) an BO

journ merit, if gentlemen on the other side will
say that to-morrow they will name some day
this week for taking the final vote, or otherwise
assent to a permanent session until the questionwas decided.

Mr. Hamlin thought, considering the number
to speak and the amendments to come, Mondaywould be a better day to cloee the debate.
He approved of the suggestion to adjourn over
and oonsult.

Mr. Seward was not going to make an agreementto-night for his associates, nor assent to
their making one for him, for the reason that,
as the debate proceeds, it comes out by degrees
that the majority intend to press the question
to a vote to-night, unless the minority will consentto fix a day. We would be willing to name
a day, but not without consultation. It is impossibleto decide without consultation. The
main question might be taken at any moment,
were he to leave the Chamber. The minority
is entitled to consultation. He would not,
could not, be drawn into any factious oppositionto the public business. The crushing
process had no terrors for him. He was accustomedto it, and had seen the party crushed
grow stronger. Such a question as the presenthad not been here sinoe 1850. Great men were
here then, and they undertook to bring in California.The great debate began on the first
day'of the session of 1849. The leader of the
Senate promised that ever* man ihnnW ha

I 25, 1858.
Mr. Hamlin said, if they could not a^ree, he

thought his friend* would not oppoee with factionsmotious to adjourn.
Mr. Mason recapitulated the term* of the

agreement, namely, that the Republican
should consult to-morrow, and give a frank answerwhether or not they can vote on Monday
next, and that, unless they do this, the Demo

a? a_1 4^ at
crmmay hucu ncuuu » MJ iu^lu may
seem fit. If he had correctly understood the
agreement, he would more that the Senate adjourn.

Subsequently, the motion was withdrawn.
Meesrs. Seward and Hamlin said the terms

of the agreement had been correctly stated.
A Senator objected to being bound br the

Cromise of any gentleman who said he should
ind him if he did not express dissent.
Mr. Pugh denied that the gentleman had a

right to speak against time. He [PughJ would,
if in a minority, always assent to the just decisionsof a majority, but would never be bound
by a dee eion of die minority*

Mr. Wilson thought Senators should assent
to an adjournment. His party had had no consultations.They did not know that a vote
would be taken to-day. He had consulted with
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hunter,]
and he [Hunter] did not think it likely that a
rote would be taken this week. Besides, it was
understood that the gentleman from Illinois
wished to speak; but be was sick, and could
not possibly do so this week. Mr. Wilson
thought gentlemen should hare confidence,
after the assuranoes that had been made.
A rote was then taken on a motion of Mr.

Wilson to adjourn.
Motion loet, by yeas 18, nays 23.
Mr. Seward then moved an adjournment.
Motion loet, by yeas 18, nays 22.
Un motion ot Mr. Brown, Mr. Ulark wm permittedto resume, with the nnderstaoding that

when he concluded the Senate might adjourn.
Mr. Clark said the Senator from Qeorgia

would find it hard work to crash oat twentyNorthern Senators. A different class of men
now come from the North.men who will not
bow down and yield. They are sent not to
bow down, but to stand up; and the more
yon crush them, the more they will stand.
Had Senators on the other side persevered,he would have spoken to the day of doom,if he conld have lived so long. But as theyhad been courteous, he would meet them half
way. Referring to the President's assertion,
that the passage of the Leoompton Constitutionwould bring peace and quietness, he
said it is always to be peace and qaietness to
pass measure after measure. The dove comes
with the olive branch, and we take it into the
ark, but no peace or quiet follows. He had
various amendments to oonsider, and had an
amendment of his own to propose, which was
to tack on the old Missouri Compromise. Underthese amendments he would have goneinto the debate fully. We are told that Slavery
.....t t if i.i tt j_
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farther north than Missouri, and if Slavery is
profitable there, it will be in Kansas. After
farther remarks on this point, he turned to his
own State (New Hampshire,) once, he said, the
Gibraltar of the Democracy, bat now turned
squarely round on the subject of Slavery.Referring to the recent election there, he added,
she has now fixed her position as a RepublicanState, and there she will remain. She
changes only once in a generation. He closed
by warning the Senate, that as they failed in
1862 and 1866, so they would fail by the admissionof Kansas with the Lecompton Constitution.Referring to the figure in Mr. Hunter's
speech, of the eagles gathering to the feast of
empire, he protested against that vision. Let
the youngest eagle of them all, said he, stay at
home, and not seek to feed on carrion Europe.He would not have our armies marchingthrough Mexico and Central America to the
Amason. They might do it, but it would onlybe by subjugating oar fellow-men and extendingthe area of Slavery. We ought not to forgetthat<( the nation that sinneth shall die."

March 16, 1 A.M.
Mr. Doolittle moved an adjournment.
Motion lost, by yeas 11, nays 21.
Mr. Foster moved the further postponement

of the subject until-morrow.
Mr. Hamlin and Mr. Green then exchanged

explanations in reference to a conversation
they had, with the view of coming to an arrangement.

Mr. Greea-declared, that unless he could have
a distinct understanding that a vote should be
taken on Monday, he would go on.

Mr. Cameron asked, u Who is the gentlemanfrom Missouri? He is but our peer. Is he
commander of the Senate majority that adjournedover from Thursday to Taesday to attenda political pageant at Richmond ? "

Mr. Green. That is not true.
Mr. Cameron. Do I understand the gentlemanto say that I state what is not true ?
Mr. Green. I said so.

Tko .ll-J u-Li. a .
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order.
Mr. Cameron. The Senator haa appliedharsh language to me. I will also use harsh

terms, and saj it is an untruth.
Mr. Oreen. Yon are a liar.
The Vice President again oalled both gentlemento order.
Mr. Cameron asked the pardon of the Senate

for having done what the Senate says is not
right, though he (Cameron) still thought that
he was not wrong. For anything I said to that
gentleman (Green) I am responsible.

Mr. Green denied that he arrogated to himselfto dictate to members. The Senator does
me injustice, and he know* that he does me injustice.He (Green) was man enough to meet
him (Cameron) or any other man. The slanderof the Senator will reveberate on his own
head.
The Vice President again emphatically called

the gentlemen to order.
Mr. Green said he had said enough to the

Senator in this chamber. Out of the Senate
chamber he would use toward him a more appropriateepithet.the epithet which belongs to
the West. He would not longer infringe the
propriety of the Senate. If there is any animosityto settle, it must be done outside. He
did not go to the other side of the chamber to
dictate, but to ask when it would be agreeable
to them to have a vote. He did not go individually,but as the agent of a committee. He
would (snapping his angers as he spoke) settle
the matter with the Senator in five minutes outside.

Mr. Cameron said the Senator's remarks had
no effect upon him. He was able to take care
of himself. All this discussion had been protractedby the majority.

Mr. Broderick. It is evident that the majorityhave resolved to sit here until the adjourn-
meoL The Seutor from Michigan (8'iuart)had gone home, which ia fortunate, at he will
be here early in the morning. He suggestedthat the gentlemen on hia aide of the chamber
make no farther concaeaions or compromises.Mr. Doolittle moved en adjournment.Motion loat, by yeas 9, nays 20.

Mr. Slidell then moved an adjournment.Motiod loat, by yeaa 15, naya 20.
Mr. Slidell afterward changed hia vote.
There being no quorum, Mr. Toombe moved

that the Sergeant at-arma bring in the absentees.
Motion carried.
Mr. Doolittle moved that the Senate take a

reoeaa until 11 A. M., to enable the Sergeantat-armato bring in the abeenteeo.
Thia motion not being in order, he moved to

adjourn.
Motion loat, by yeaa 8, naya 19.
2} o'clock A. Jf..But one Senator (Doolittle)ia in hia aeat. Mr. Broderick mid two other

Senator* are reclining on eofac. In the gallery
are twenty persona and the reporter*.

Mr. Bigler proceeded to addreaa the Senate,
tating that hia apeech waa not for the Senate,
but hi* conatitnenta.

Mr. Bigler spoke for half an hour, when
Mr. Bigg* oommenced reading a speech, a

snoring an audible accompaniment.
3 o'clock A. M..Bat nine Senator* are in

their seats.
The passage between Messra. Green and

(jamtron proaacea a complete silliness in me
Senate Chamber. Mr. Green exhibited tbe moat
irritation of the two; while Cameron waa cool,
and, to an nnprejadioed looker on, seemed to
hare the beat side of the case. The difficulty was
a mere interlude, and subsided as rapidly as it
row.
When qniet was restored, Mr. Doolittle, speakingto a motion to adjourn, took occasion to referto the evils of night sessions, which, besides

obstructing the business, produced an unpleasantnessthat lsssensd the dignity of the Senate.
At 3 o'clock, Mr. Biggs defined his position

as a Senator from North Carolina, as taking no
extreme views? bnt as committed to the LeoomptonConstitution.

Mr. Hamlin moved to adjourn.

Mr. Slidell, who iu in the chair, decided that
the Senate coold not adjonrn, inasmuch as a
resolution was passed for the Sergeantat-arms
to bring in the absentees.
An appeal was taken, and was bid on the

table.yeas 20, nays 9.
Things hers seemed at a dead lock, whenMr. Hamlin propounded a given oase: If the

Sergeant at arms had to goto the several homes
of tne absentees in different parts of the conntry.is it the opinion of the Chair that Senators
most sit day and night nntil he retnrns ?

Mr. SUdelL That is the opinion of the Chair.Mr. Hamlin complimented the Chair on its
conrage in giving snoh an opinion^Mr. Gwin took ths chair temporarily, and Mr.Slidell spoke ia favor of the bill. Alluding toMr. Seward, be spoke of him as .the "facileprinciple'' of his party, weighveil hiswords, courteous, and carefully refraining fromsaying anything personally offensive to Southernmen. This mskes him the mot»dangerousenemy. Turning to Kansas, he i aid: Admither nnder this bill, aad in a few w <eks all willK* nnUt mw>A *U- «
. wig poupw 01 une not a win wonderat the excitement it occasion* {. He oonclodedby advising the cultivaUoi^of the hermonythat prevailed in the early ^iaya of theRepublic.
Mr. Doolittle moved an adjoni^-. ment. Rejected.yeas16, nays 22.
Mr. Wilson moved a postponement until tomorrow.Rejected.yeaa 16, nave 22.Mr. Chandler moved a receee far oix hours.Loet. »\ »

Mr. Houston came in, saying theStnator fromGeorgia had moved that absentee*^onld renderan excuse for their absence.*; He asked
what excuse the Senate could reufrer him for
depriving him of his rest?

Mr. Wilson moved an adjournment. Lost.
yeas 14, nays 20.

Mr. Fessenden moved that the excuses of the
absentees be taken, dissenting from the decision
of the Chair, that the Sergeant-at-arms had
authority to send for absentees.
The Chair read the rules, and decided that

tbey do not authorise the minority to send the
Sergeant-at-arms for the absentees.

Mr. Toombs dissented from the ruling of theChair.
Mr. Fessenden withdrew his motion.
Mr. Seward would like to know where the

Senator from Georgia was, when absent for
about a month. The public business suffered
in his absence.

Mr. Toombs declined to answer the Senator
in his private capacity. He was responsible to
the Senate only. If any one wished to know
his private affairs, let him ask him in private.Fouro'clock..Numerous motions were made,the yeas and nays called on each, lasting till 6
o'clock, when

Mr. Benjamin said that this is no ordinarycondition of things; for the first time in the
annals of the country, a minority dictates to a
majority, and stops the business of the country.He suggested that the majority leave the hall,leaving a message for the minority to call them
back when ready to carry on the public busi
ness; this was a revolution, and he wanted the
country to know it.
Mr. Hale said the revolution commenced as

long ago as 1848, when the Oregon bill was debated.
Mr. Fessenden defined his position. He acceptedthe responsibility before the country.Messrs. Wade and Simmons spoke in favor

of adjournment.
Mr. Toombs spoke against it.
Mr. Wilson (Mass.) moved a postponementuntil to-morrow. He thought no one would

gain much by going before the country. The
Senator from Missouri gave his aacred pledgethat there would be a fair opportunity to dis
cuss this bill. Well, up to this time, there
have been twelve speeches delivered for the bill,and only eight against it. The Senator from
Illinois intended to speak, but is sick. He [Mr.Wilson) had not the slightest doubt but that if
Republicans had been permitted to hold their
meeting, they would have come in /kh * unanimousassent to vote on Monday. What will
force avail you T

Give me (he said) a cup of watet-and a crust
of bread, and I can live a month without leavingthe Capitol.
Ten men sitting here can hold you for fortydays and forty nights.
Mr. Green asked Mr. Wilson if be [Green]had approached him in any but respectful language?
Mr. Wilson. No.
Mr. Green again demanded from Mr. Wilson

a distinct appointment, and a definite time to
take a vote.
M. .1 v. *«--
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acted magnanimously in refusing the opportunityasked by the minority for the purpose of
consulting. He thought the matter might be
easily arranged by a committee on both sides.

Mr. Green still insisted, but said, if the oppositionwould pledge their honor, he mightperhaps accede.
Mr. Fessenden and others pledged their honorthat they would meet, consult, and fix to

ote at the earliest day.
Mr. Green said that might be the first of May,June, or July.
Mr. Fessenden declared that he meant what

he said, without mental reservation.
Mr. Green said he understood all that, but

insisted on naming Kansas.that was the
largest concession he could make.

Mr. Broderick was unalterably opposed to
the admission of Kansas with the LecomptonConstitution. He was prepared to accept his
share of responsibility and endurance.

Mr. Iverson moved an adjournment.yeas 17,
nays 17.the President voting nay. It was
lost.

Mr. Broderick moved an adjournment.yeas16, nays 18.
Mr. Wilson moved an adjournment. Carried

by acclamation.
The Senate then adjourned, at half past 6, till

12 at noon.

POLICY OP THE HEW BRITISH MIHIBTBY.
The British Paaliament was in session on the

1st instant. The House of Commons, after the
transaction of Borne formalities, adjourned to
the 12th.

In the House of Lords, the Esrl of Derbyread his inaugural Ministerial speech, giving
an insight into his intended policy.After stating the grounds upon which he had
undertaken office and the difficulties which be*
set him, he glanced at the state of the army with
reference to the Indian war, and said there was
yet a most respectable numerical force remainingwithin the United Kingdom. He had no
doubt that the exertions of Sir C0I13 Campbell
and of the troops under his comn»>nd would
lead to a successful result; and whs* the mutinywas fully suppressed, it would be the duty of
the Government to undertake the ts tk of pacifyingand tranquillizing the Empire
He then referred to die Chinese a tr, and expressedhis satisfaction, notwithstanding he condemnedthe cause of the war, at t- ie success

whioh had attended the British arms. He added,
now that Canton had fallen, it wt tld be the
duty of the Government to make, j the least
possible delay, a safe and honorab'ypeace, so
that the commerce between the i dntry and
China might be re-established.
He then adverted to the relations'^ the Governmentwith France, and urged th<^ necessity

oi remaining on inenaiy terms. JJe iniilttd
on the importance to Prance and Europe of the
Emperor's life, and indignantly denounced the
atrociona attempt to aasaasinate hittw- He made
great allowance for the indignatio^diaplajedby the French people; nevertbeleATne did not
believe that the addreaa from the Kpnch colonelsgave a true representation of the feeling of
the Prench army. Prom what he knew of the
Emperor, he felt satisfied that it was his sincere
wish to keep on terms of amity with England.The Forign Secretary (Lord Malmetbary) was
preparing a reply toCount Walewiki's despatch,which he believed wonld satisfy the public feeling; and there was nothing which would preventthe Government from proceeding with the
conspiracy bill, although further action would
depend on the reply from France to Lord
Malmesbury's despatch.
With regard to the policy of the Government,

it was impossible, having been called to office
suddenly, and not at the commencement of the
session, to bring forward any programme.
On the subject of the government of India, he

thought the time not opportune for any change;
but, in deference to the vote of the House of
Commons, he was prepared to yield, and a modifiedbill, as suggested by Lord EUenborougk,wonld be presented.

In regard to Parliamentary reform, his own
opinion was, that no alteration was required;but be nevertheless thought that some modificationaad amendment might be made, to suit
the conveniences and wants of the people. All
he could promise, however, was that daring the
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recess the Government wonld earnestly directtheir efforts to the preparation of a bill, whichwonld be introduced at the next session.In conclusion, he expressed the hope thatwhen he retired from office, whether the periodfor which he held it was long or short, he wouldnot be fonnd to hare left the country in a worjIposition than he found it.
Earls Granville and Clarendon defended thelate Government, and the House adjournedthe 15th.
Sir F. Thesiger assumed the Chancellorshipas Lord Chelmsford. Mr. Blackburn declinedthe office of Irish Chancellor, and Hon. Jo^phNapier was appointed.
The papers are occupied in criticising LordDerby's speech. The Times says it was all anticipated,and that so long as he does exactlywhat Lord Palmerston would have done, ka'ihe not forfeited his place by that one omisrin,he may be tolerated; but the moment he Bhowja will and game of his own, it is easy to see th«result. The Morning Post urges that LordDerby not only takes the position, but the pel.icy and the measures and sentiments cf Paltr.erston,as an heir takes an inheritance. TheDaily News describes Lord Derby's policy onthe conspiracy bill and the Indian bill as weakand temporizing; and adds, that the weakest andworst part of his speech was that in which

refused to redeem outstanding pledges, whicheach and all of his three predecessors hsigiven, on the subject of an elective reform.
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